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Protect children from exposures to harmful 
substances where they learn, play and grow.

TXCSP Program Mission

DOD Archives

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive.defense.gov%2Fspecials%2Fchildcare%2Fbestyet.html&psig=AOvVaw2q008l_Ai49ImhGD1RtcvJ&ust=1589979458981000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPj10qz9v-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Environment Matters!!!!



• A substance that may be harmful to human health 
when a person is exposed

• Other terms:
• Hazardous substances
• Pollution
• Toxic substances

• Can be manmade or
naturally occurring

What is a hazardous 
contaminant?



ATSDR. Environmental Health: Preventing exposure to hazardous substances
http://slideplayer.com/slide/4849950/

Environmental Exposures



Children are more vulnerable to 
environmental contaminants

Children are at 
increase risk for 
exposure  

• Put their hands and 

objects in their mouths

• Ingest more dust and 

dirt

• Spend more time 

outdoors and close to 

the ground 

Image via Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/baby-hand-child-infant-587922/


Children are more vulnerable to 
environmental hazards

Children are at 
increased risk for 
harm 

• Increased “dose” 

• Bodies still 
developing:

• effects at lower 
doses or 

• disrupt normal 
development

Pac ific Northwest Pollution P revention Resource Center

http://pprc .org/index.php/2015/featured/how-can-drop-off-day-

care-facilities-minimize-toxic-exposures/



2015 Caring for Our Children Basics: Health and Safety 

Foundations for Early Care and Education Settings

5.1.1.5 Environmental Audit of Site Location

An environmental audit should be conducted before 
construction of a new building; renovation or occupation of an 

older building; or after a natural disaster to properly evaluate 

and, where necessary, remediate or avoid sites where 
children's health could be compromised. A written report that 

includes any remedial action taken should be kept on file. The 
audit should include assessments of:

a)Potential air, soil, and water contamination on program 

sites and outdoor play spaces;
b)Potential toxic or hazardous materials in building 

construction, such as lead and asbestos; and
c)Potential safety hazards in the community surrounding 

the site

acf.hhs.gov/ecd/caring-our-children-basics

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/caring-our-children-basics
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Safe Siting

dshs.state.tx.us/hat/safeplaces/TXCSP/

https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/hat/safeplaces/TXCSP/


• Built before 1980
• Asbestos

• Mercury

• Lead

• Chemicals 
• Cleaning and 

disinfecting  products

• Art and craft supplies

• Pesticides and lawn 
care products

Facility Hazards

CC



• Contamination from 
former uses of the 
site or nearby 
properties

• Naturally occurring 
hazards
• Radon
• Arsenic

Property Hazards

twdb.texas.gov/publicatio
ns/reports/contracted_rep
orts/doc/1004831125.pdf

https://www.twdb.texas.gov/publications/reports/contracted_reports/doc/1004831125.pdf


Benefits of Safe Siting
Protects children and 
ECE providers!!

Prevent:
• exposure to harmful levels 

of hazardous substances 
• stress, worry, and fear 

among staff and parents 
• financial and legal 

consequences

Cities:

• Healthier children and 
better educational 
outcomes

• Meet social equity and 
public health goals

ECE’s: 

• Meet the minimum 
health and safety 
standards 
recommended by 
experts for quality care



Resources

dshs.state.tx.us/safe-cleaning/

https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/safe-cleaning/


Thank you!



Contact 
Information
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dshs.state.tx.us/hat/safeplaces/

Email:  epitox@dshs.texas.gov

Phone: 1-888-681-0927

Margaret Willis, Program Coordinator

Email:  Margaret.willis@dshs.texas.gov

https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/hat/safeplaces/
mailto:epitox@dshs.texas.gov
mailto:Margaret.willis@dshs.texas.gov

