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Today’s Topics:

• About the Library
• Getting a Library Card
• Borrowing Books and More
• Online Resources for young children
• Online Resources for Parents
• Programs and Events
• Play Read Grow Workshops
• Questions and Answers



About the Library



About the Library

• Central Library, 2017

• Austin History Center
• 20 Neighborhood Branches
• Bookmobile & Book Bike
• Recycled Reads Bookstore



Getting a Library Card

• Free to residents within
Austin city limits

• Youth cards available with 
parent/guardian signature

• Free student cards for children in 
AISD and Del Valle ISD (regardless of 
where they live)

https://library.austintexas.gov/mylibrarycard


Getting a Library Card
Not an Austin resident?
                        

• TexShare card from another library 
system – physical materials only

• E-Card – virtual materials only
• $22 per year

• Full-service non-resident card
• $120 per year
• $30 per quarter

https://library.austintexas.gov/mylibrarycard


Getting a Library Card

Two Ways to Apply
• Online
• In-person during open hours

You’ll need:
• Current photo ID
• Proof of address

https://library.austintexas.gov/mylibrarycard


Borrowing Books and More

• 50-item limit
• 21-day checkout
• Late fees

• $0.25 per day for adult items
• No late fees for youth items



Borrowing Books and More

Curbside Pickup (Current)
• Place items on hold
• Pickup when ready

Express Services Browsing and 
Checkout
• Select locations reopen May 10
• Most locations on June 28

https://library.austintexas.gov/curbside


Online Resources for Students

https://library.austintexas.gov/virtual
https://library.austintexas.gov/virtual


Online Resources for Children and Youth

TumbleBook Library

• Animated, talking picture books

• Educational games and puzzles

• Books in Spanish and French

MakeMake

• 700 Spanish-language eBooks for 
children, including picture books

• Spanish interface and search

https://library.austintexas.gov/database/tumblebook-library
https://library.austintexas.gov/database/makemake
https://atxlibrary.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://www.tumblebooks.com/library/auto_login.asp?U=austinpl&P=libra


Online Resources for Students
Libby | OverDrive
• E-Books, audiobooks, magazines

hoopla digital
• digital movies, music, audiobooks, 

e-Books, comics

Kanopy
• more than 30,000 streaming movies 

and documentaries

https://library.austintexas.gov/database/overdrive-libby
https://library.austintexas.gov/database/hoopla
https://library.austintexas.gov/database/kanopy
https://www.hoopladigital.com/my/hoopla
https://austinpl.kanopy.com/


Online Resources for Students
Brainfuse HelpNow
• Online tutoring for students in grades 

K-12
• Available daily from 2 to 11 p.m.

Other Resources
• Online encyclopedias
• Primary sources databases
• Practice tests for AP exams, SAT and 

PSAT

https://library.austintexas.gov/database/brainfuse


Online Resources for Parents



Online Resources for Parents
Job Portal
• Find help for creating an 
email address, making a 
resume, and searching for 
jobs

• Request a meeting with a job 
coach to help with your job 
search

https://library.austintexas.gov/jobportal


Online Resources for Parents
LearningExpress Library
• View computer tutorials
• Improve reading and math 
skills

• Prepare for career and 
licensing exams

• Study for the GED exam

https://library.austintexas.gov/database/learningexpress-library


Online Resources for Parents
Mango Languages
• Learn more than 70 world 
languages

• More than 20 ESL/ELL 
courses

https://library.austintexas.gov/database/mango-languages


Programs and Events

APL+
• Video content created by 
Austin Public Library staff

• Content for adults, teens, 
children, and world language 
speakers

• Available 24/7

https://library.austintexas.gov/aplplus


Programs and Events



Programs and Events

Live Virtual Events
• Programs for children, 
teens, and adults

• Access online through 
Microsoft Teams

• Require registration



Programs and Events

Live Virtual Events presented through 
partnering organizations

• Storytimes 
• Spanish & ASL

• Book Clubs in Spanish

• Club de lectura en español

• Talk Time (English conversation practice)

• And more!
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Questions?

Paola Ferate-Soto
Community Engagement Librarian / Bibliotecaria de servicios de extensión 

paola.ferate-soto@austintexas.gov

(512) 974-9820

Research Help/Questions

512-974-7400

Customer Service

512-974-7475

https://library.austintexas.gov/

mailto:paola.ferate-soto@austintexas.gov

